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Heal the Gyre 

Critical Clean Water Issue: 

 The North Pacific Gyre 
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Through art & media 
‘Heal The Gyre’ 

is working to heal 

The North Pacific Garbage Patch 



Heal the Gyre 

EarthFair Parade Entry 2009 
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EarthFair ‘09 Exhibit: Heal the Gyre 
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EarthFair ‘09 Booth: Heal the Gyre 
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No Plastic Pledge: 3,000+ Whale Signatures 



Heal the Gyre 

Clean-Up Coordination for 
SD Coastkeepers 
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Sign-up below to be notified of this and other canyon, coastal, and neighborhood clean-ups. Run-off 

from creeks, canyons, drains, gutters, etc. sends trash and debris to the ocean. It is estimated that 
80% of the debris in the North Pacific Gyre comes from land-based sources. Heal the Gyre…clean-

up our canyons, creeks, rivers, gutters and beaches! 
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Heal the Gyre 

Collecting Signatures for the 
No Plastic Pledge 
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Californians use more than 19 billion plastic bags each year. This usage generates 
147,038 tons of unnecessary waste. Less than one percent of plastic bags are recycled. 

It is estimated that 80% of the debris in the Gyre comes from land-based sources. 

Currents carry debris from the west coast of North America to the Gyre in a year or less.!
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Heal the Gyre 

Interactive Persistence with Retailers 
to Remove Plastic Bags in our Stores 

www.HealTheGyre.org 
printed on 100% recycled paper 

 

 

AWAKE COMMUNITY ~ 10606 Camino Ruiz, Suite 8-244 ~ San Diego, CA  92126 

Artists Working for Awareness, Knowledge & Education 

 

 

 
April 2009 
 
 
San Diego Retailers 
Promoting Reusable Cloth Bags 
EarthDay 2009 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Thank you for donating reusable bags to the “Heal the Gyre” project at this year’s EarthFair in Balboa 
Park on Sunday, April 19.  EarthFair San Diego is the largest EarthDay event in the United States. 
 
Your cloth bags will help show your support in stopping the expansion of the North Pacific Garbage 
Patch, a Gyre more than twice the size of Texas in the Pacific Ocean, filled with plastic weighing more 
than 100 million tons. 
 
Californians use more than 19 billion plastic bags each year. This usage generates 147,038 tons of 
unnecessary waste. Less than one percent of plastic bags are recycled. It is estimated that 80% of the 
debris in the Gyre comes from land-based sources. Currents carry debris from the west coast of North 
America to the Gyre in a year or less.  
 
The overall concentration of plastics is greater than the concentration of zooplankton by a factor of 
seven in the Gyre.  As plastic photodegrades into smaller and smaller pieces, aquatic organisms 
ingest it, and thus, plastic waste enters the food chain. Large birds like the Albatross, have been 
found to have ink cartridges, golf balls, cigarette lighters and children’s toys inside their stomachs.  
 
To show your concern and leadership, we ask that you consider charging your customers $.05 per 
plastic bag used, while offering a credit of $.05 per reusable bag utilized, at your checkout stands. 
 
AWAKE Community (Artists Working for Awareness, Knowledge & Education) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, with an exempt tax ID number of 57-1187132. 
 
Thank you for your support and forward thinking. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Emily Richards 
Chairman/Founder 
AWAKE Community 
emily@AWAKECommunity.com 
 
 
 

 



Heal the Gyre 

‘Heal The Gyre’ EarthDay 
Remix Project 2009 
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Heal the Gyre 
On the San Diego Video Network 
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Heal the Gyre 
On the San Diego News Network 
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Heal the Gyre 
In San Diego Schools 
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Heal the Gyre 
At Crestridge Ecological Reserve 
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Heal the Gyre 
Information Card 

(Bob printed 5,000 for Antonia’s Birthday Present!) 

Avery 5371
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Heal the Gyre 
In Whole Essence Magazine 
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Heal the Gyre 

Clean Water 
 begins with  

Clean Oceans 

HealtheGyre.org 


